Buddhist Churches of America

CENTER FOR BUDDHIST EDUCATION
2140 Durant Avenue - Berkeley, CA 94704-1589

2009 PROGRAM & EVENTS CALENDAR
(As of March 13, 2009 - Please note changes.)

Visit www.cbe-bca.org for updates.
Phone: (510) 809-1460 Email: director@cbe-bca.org
Unless noted, all activities take place at the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC)

PROGRAM KEY: Events are color/letter-coded to indicate primary participants.
A: Ministers/Ministers Assistant Program (MAP) B: BCA Temple Leaders C: BCA Sangha Circles
D: Public/ Special Outreach E: Public @JSC F: Public/National

JANUARY 1 - FEBRUARY 15, 2009: HONGWANJI JODO SHINSHU CORRESPONDENCE COURSE (F) Spring enrollment. This is
the second class enrolling in the 2-year computer-based distance learning course which offers Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
online for the first time. Instruction begins on March 1, 2009 and continues through January 2011. The inaugural class
started in Sept. 2008, and continues through August 2010. Visit http://jscc.cbe-bca.org/

FEBRUARY 13: (Note change from 2/16) INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN DHARMA-THON & CHAZUKE CHATS! - A Monthly
Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinichi) (E) The public is invited to join in a monthly appreciation of Shinran Shonin’s life and
teachings and their relevance today, in 21* century America.

FEBRUARY 20-22: THE DHARMA OF MUSIC: (B) A weekend workshop for BCA temple music coordinators.

MARCH 14: LOOKING FOR GUIDANCE IN THE BUDDHA-DHARMA: Perspectives on Buddhism and Social Issues (D) Hosted
at the Buddhist Church of Florin, 7235 Pritchard Road, Sacramento, CA (www.florinbuddhist.org) 9:30 am Optional service.
10 am — 3 pm Panel and forum with Rev. Dr. Ryo Imamura, Rev. Ken Yamada, and Rev. Ron Kobata; Discussion panelists
include: Glenn Kameda (Palo Alto), Lorin Kagehiro (Berkeley), Andy Noguchi (Florin), and Georgette Imura (Sacramento).
Moderated by Rev. Kodo Umezu, CBE Director and Julie Yumi Hatta, CBE Program Assistant. Donation (includes lunch): $20
General, $15 BCA members, $10 Students/Seniors. No one turned away for lack of funds. Checks payable to “BCA CBE.”
Please mail checks by March 9 to: Center for Buddhist Education, 2140 Durant Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704. Or you may
phone in your reservation and pay at the door. Reservations appreciated but not required. Bay Area carpools from Jodo
Shinshu Center depart at 7:30 am — Please call to confirm. Phone: (510) 809-1460 or (415) 370-1477 email: director@cbe-
bca.org

MARCH 16: INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN! Monthly Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinichi) (E) This month: Come and
learn the new Nishi Hongwanji;s new version of Shinran Shonin’s melodic chant, “Shoshinge” as we revive the “ko”
discussion format. This a monthly public education program about Shinran Shonin’s life and teachings and their relevance
today, in 21% century America. The monthly Dharma-thons & Chazuke Chats take place on or around the 16" day of each
month, from 12-12:45 pm at the JSC. Dharma talks, chanting, films and cultural presentations. Discussion until 1:30 with
ochazuke(rice with tea) (52 donation); or bring your brown bag lunch. Individuals and organizations wishing to participate
are welcome to attend. Contact the Buddhist Churches of America Center for Buddhist Education at (510) 809-1460 or
director@bca-cbe.org; or visit www.cbe-bca.org. NOTE: Please check website to confirm dates and times for each month.
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MARCH 21: CENTRAL CALIFORNIA INTERACTIVE DHARMA FORUM: CHANTING, INCENSE, MUSIC AND MORE -
Demystifying Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Rituals (D) 1:30 — 4:30 p.m. Please note venue change! Now hosted at the Buddhist
Church of Fowler, 210 S. 9" Street, Fowler, CA 93625 Phone: (559) 834-2077) Rev. John Iwohara (Venice Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple) will lead a discussion on the various customs and traditions of Jodo Shinshu temples. Jon Turner, a
minister’s assistant at Orange County Buddhist Church, will perform and discuss selections from his original CD, “Buddhism:
The Musical,” which is about Buddhist messages in popular music. Rev. Kodo Umezu, CBE Director, will facilitate the lively
Dharma discussion. This forum is part of a series designed for the Central California community. Suggested door donation:
General $20 BCA Members $15

MARCH 27-29: SEMINAR FOR TEMPLE LEADERS (B) *CANCELLED* BCA temple representatives are invited on a rotational
basis throughout the year to learn about BCA resources and procedures on a national, district and temple basis.

MARCH 30: GOLDEN YEARS ROUNDTABLE (C) 10 am — 2 pm Please note new date! An informal gathering for BCA members
70-plus years young, to discuss ideas and visions for future CBE programming. Facilitated by Ken Tanimoto. RSVP required.
For information, please email: jkono@cbe-bca.org or phone (510) 809-1460.

APRIL 4-5: TECHNO-BUDDHA (C) The second annual seminar planned by and for “Gen Y” Sangha members, 21 to 39 years
old. “A look at how Jodo Shinshu Buddhism applies to our iPod-Facebook-Email generation.” Keynote speaker: Rev. Harry
Bridge. For more information, email technobuddha2009@gmail.com or call (510) 809-1460. Registration form and schedule
online. Deadline March 6. Please email: [kagehiro@gmail.com regarding late registration.

APRIL 16: INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN! Monthly Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinichi) (E) See 2/13.

APRIL 16-19: MINISTER’S ASSISTANT PROGRAM (MAP) 1* Wave (A) The BCA CBE provides a series of continuing education
seminars for certified BCA minister’s assistants. Under the direction of Rev. Kodo Umezu, CBE Director, MAP incorporates
the guiding vision of the BCA Office of the Bishop and input from other BCA ministerial committees and mentoring ministers.
Each MAP “wave” proceeds through training together as a group.

APRIL 23-26: MINISTER’S ASSISTANT PROGRAM (MAP) 2" Wave (Doro Bonbu) and 3" Wave (Bukko) (A) See 4/16.
APRIL 23-26: TOKUDO PREPARATION SESSION (A) —

APRIL 25: 58" ANNUAL FEDERATION OF DHARMA SCHOOL TEACHERS (FDSTL) ANNUAL CONFERENCE - Looking Back to
the Future (C) Look for the BCA CBE information table and display. Contact temple Dharma Schools for information.

MAY 9: JAPANESE NEMBUTSU SEMINAR “Haru no Mombou no Tsudoi” (Spring Dharma Gathering) (C)

10 am — 3 pm Guest speaker: Rev. Shoki Mohri, Minister Emeritus, shares his popular dharma messages for everyday living.
Reservations by May 4. Donaton (includes lunch): $25 General, $20 BCA Member. See Japanese language flyer online at
www.cbe-bca.org. Contact Rev. Umezu at (510) 809-1461.

MAY 12-14: MINISTER’S CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINAR (MCE) (A) Continuing education sessions for BCA ministers.
MAY 16: INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN! Monthly Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinichi) (E) Note new date. See 2/13.
MAY 16: CENTRAL CALIFORNIA INTERACTIVE DHARMA FORUM: CROSSING OVER TO BUDDHISM (D) Hosted at Fresno
Betsuin Buddhist Temple, 1340 Kern St., Fresno (www.fresnobuddhisttemple.org) 1:30 — 4:30 pm Presentations on Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism geared for newcomers from non-Buddhist backgrounds, as well as long-time Shin Buddhist practitioners.
Guest speakers are Rev. Dean Koyama (Mountain View Buddhist Temple) and Bill Dearth (Minister’s Assistant, Orange

County Buddhist Temple). Facilitated by Rev. Kodo Umezu. Suggested door donation: $20 General, $15 BCA Members

MAY 21: GOTAN-E — SHINRAN SHONIN’S BIRTHDAY (E) New! — Service, followed by chagayu (vegetarian rice and tea soup).


mailto:jkono@cbe-bca.org
mailto:lkagehiro@gmail.com
http://www.cbe-bca.org/

MAY 30: BUDDHA DAY/VESAK (E) Co-sponsored by the Buddhist Council of Northern California, the Institute of Buddhist
Studies, and the Center for Buddhist Education. A gathering of friends from all Buddhist traditions, to commemorate the
birth of Gautama Buddha, his attainment of enlightenment and his passing into Parinibbana (Nirvana). Details TBA.

JUNE 12-13: EASTERN DISTRICT MINISTER’S ASSISTANT PROGRAM (MAP) (A) See 4/16. This training session will launch a
series of seminars for MAP participants on the East Coast and in the Midwest, based at Ekoji Temple in Fairfax Station,
Virginia.

JUNE 16: INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN! Monthly Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinchi) (E) See 2/13.

JUNE 26-28: PACIFIC SEMINAR 21* CENTURY: “Shinran and His Teachings.” (F) Guest Speaker: Prof. Toshikazu Arai,
(author, Grasped By the Buddha’s Vow) Presented by the Institute of Buddhist Studies and BCA CBE. Explore the
significance of the “Larger Sutra of the Buddha of Immeasurable Life,” as discussed in Shinran Shonin’s major work, * Ky o
Gyo-Shin-Sho. 'Dther presenters include Dr. Nobuo Haneda (Dharma Breeze), Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto (trans., A Life of
Awakening by Takamaro Shigaraki), and Rev. Kodo Umezu (Director, BCA Center for Buddhist Education). Registration:
$175 General, $125 BCA Members Deadline: June 7. Early Registration Discount: $25 off if received by May 17. Details
online www.cbe-bca.org

JULY 16: INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN! Monthly Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinichi) (E) See 2/13.
JULY 17-19: DHARMA IMMERSION: CROSSING OVER TO BUDDHISM (E) A weekend retreat on Pure Land Buddhism, for
those who are coming to Buddhism from other spiritual traditions, as well as long-time seekers. Experience an array of

mindful cultural arts and meditation practices at the Jodo Shinshu Center. Details TBA.

JULY 24-26: COLLEGE YBA: (C) Annual retreat by College Young Buddhist Association at San Luis Obispo Buddhist Church.
Visit www.bcayouth.org

AUGUST 3-7: WAKING UP TO THE DHARMA (E) Experience early morning Buddhist practices (chanting, meditation,
vegetarian breakfast) with friends and family, under the guidance of seasoned Dharma teachers. Enjoy the rest of the day
exploring the San Francisco Bay Area. Stay overnight and experience the Jodo Shinshu Center as a unique, urban Buddhist
retreat. More information TBA.

AUGUST 8-9: HONGWAN!JI JODO SHINSHU CORRESPONDENCE COURSE WORKSHOP AT JSC (F) See 1/1 above. A face-to-
face learning opportunity for correspondent course students. Separate fees apply. Visit http://jscc.cbe-bca.org/

AUGUST 14-16: THE ABCs OF DHARMA SCHOOL - Sharing the Path (B) A Seminar for Pre-School to 5" Grade Dharma
School Teachers. Guest speaker: Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto. Seminars and interactive sessions on the fundamentals of
Shin Buddhism; presentations on lesson plans; and classroom approaches for this age group. Registration online at

www.cbe-bca.org

AUGUST 16: INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN! Monthly Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinichi) (E) See 2/13.
SEPTEMBER 11-12: SEMINAR FOR TEMPLE LEADERS (B) See 3/27. Guest Speaker: Rev. Harry Bridge and others.

SEPTEMBER 15-17: MINISTER’S CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINAR (MCE) (A) Continuing education sessions for BCA
ministers. Email: director@cbe-bca.org for information.

SEPTEMBER 16: INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN! Monthly Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinichi) (E) See 2/13.

SEPTEMBER 19: “REUNITED” A BCA CBE Benefit Dance featuring Somethin’ Else (E) — Presented by Mountain View Temple.
Contact Mountain View Buddhist Temple for info: (650) 964-9426 email: mvbt@aol.com
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SEPTEMBER 24-27: MINISTER’S ASSISTANT PROGRAM (MAP) 1* Wave (A) See 4/16.
SEPTEMBER 24-27: TOKUDO PREPARATION (A)

OCTOBER 3: LOOKING FOR GUIDANCE IN THE BUDDHA-DHARMA: Perspectives on Jodo Shinshu Buddhism and Social
Issues (D) See 3/14. Location and speakers to be announced.

OCTOBER 9-11: 41% FEDERATION OF BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE (C) Look for the BCA CBE
information table and display. Contact temple BWA for information.

OCTOBER 15-18: MINISTER’S ASSISTANT PROGRAM (MAP) 2" Wave (Doro Bonbu) and 3" Wave (Bukko) (A) See 4/16.
OCTOBER 16: INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN! Monthly Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinichi) (E) See 3/16.
OCTOBER 23-25: SEMINAR FOR TEMPLE LEADERS (B) See 3/27.

OCTOBER 23-25: COLLEGE YBA CONFERENCE (C) Annual event planned by College Young Buddhist Association at JSC. Visit
www.bcayouth.org

NOVEMBER 7: THIRD ANNUAL BABY BOOMERS’ SEMINAR (C) A gathering for Sangha members of the “baby boomer”
generation. Explore the Dharma through a variety of workshops. Details TBA.

NOVEMBER 16: INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN! Monthly Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinichi) (E) See 3/16.

NOVEMBER 20-21: BCA CBE BUDDHIST EDUCATION COMMITTEE SUMMIT (B) A gathering of BCA education groups to
review BCA resources, efforts to promote the Dharma, and the role of the Center for Buddhist Education in this process.

DECEMBER 16: INSPIRED BY SHINRAN SHONIN! Monthly Appreciation Gathering (Go Meinichi) (E) See 3/16.

Dates and times subject to change.
Please visit the website: www.cbe-bca.org to confirm.
Phone (510) 809-1460 or email: director@cbe-bca.org

Rev. 3-13-09
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