
P.O. BOX 24 ~ 2035 15TH ST., REEDLEY, CALIFORNIA 93654 

PHONE & FAX (559) 638-2146 

http://reedleybc.org 

February    

 

 

Reedley Board Meeting & General  

Membership Meeting 

All members are urged to attend. 

Thursday, March 20, 2025 - 7:00 PM 

 

Combined March Monthly Memorial Shotsuki, 

Ohigan Service, & Family Dharma Service 

Sunday, March 30, 2025 - 10:00 AM 

Lunch will be served following the service. 

 

Hanamatsuri Service & Luncheon 

Sunday, April 6, 2025 - 10:00 AM 

         March Calendar 

MARCH TOBAN:  

Church Toban:  Kamada, Takanishi,  

                Nakamichi, & Kehoe 

BWA:  Group 3:  Diane Kubota & Joy Donaldson 

1 BCA National Council Meeting on  

Zoom                              all day 

8   Church Grounds Clean up                      

     PLEASE COME HELP!                            8:00 AM 

      Reedley BWA Meeting (after clean up)    10:00 AM 

9 CCBWL Conference in Parlier                    8:30 AM 

15 Reedley BC Crab Feed & Silent Auction    5:00 PM 

16 Crab Feed Clean Up               9:00 AM 

20  Reedley BC Board Meeting &  

      General Membership Meeting             7:00 PM 

29 Conference Room Reserved - Tsuji Family   all day 

30  Ohigan Service, March Shotsuki, &  

      Family Dharma Service             10:00 AM 

     Please encourage friends and family to come out 
and support the 17th Crab Feed & Silent Auc-

tion!  Tickets are are still available.  
Tickets can be purchased from Vickie Nishida 
(559) 903-0317, Gary Sakata (559) 250-9687, Joy 
Donaldson (559) 859-7861, or any church board 
member would be happy to help you obtain your 
tickets!  (see flyer on page 6) 
     We are also asking for donations for our Silent 
Auction!  You can purchase items, donate gift 
cards, solicit donations, or donate cash and we’ll do 
the shopping for you!  Please let us know if you 
can help us out! 
     All proceeds go towards the everyday opera-
tions of the Reedley Buddhist Church and activities 
for our members and our active Dharma School!   

In Sympathy 
Our deepest sympathy to the family of Mrs. 

Setsuko Hironaka, who passed away on 

January 15, 2025 at the age of 92 years old. 

    17th Crab Feed & Silent Auction 

2025 Camp Dharma at Keola  
information available on pages 
10-11!  We can’t wait to hear 

from all of you! 

 

 

Welcome New Members! 

     The Reedley Buddhist Church would like 

to welcome its new members! 

Mrs. Janet Quiroz 

Ms. Tracy Sunamoto 
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The Parable of the White Path and 

the Teachings of Ohigan  

During the Ohigan season, many Bud-

dhist temples share the parable of the "Two Rivers and 

the White Path" (Nigabyakudō). This story, originally 

taught by the Chinese master Shandao during the Tang 

Dynasty, symbolizes the Calling voice of Amida Buddha 

and the path leading beyond the world of delusion to the 

Pure Land. Let’s explore the meaning of this teaching in 

connection with the Ohigan observance.  

The Parable of the Two Rivers and the White Path  

A traveler walking through a vast wilderness suddenly 

finds himself pursued by robbers and wild beasts. Flee-

ing in fear, he comes across two great rivers that block 

his path. One is a river of raging fire (symbolizing the 

flames of worldly desires), and the other is a river of vio-

lent waves (representing greed and anger). Crossing ei-

ther river seems impossible, and death appears inevita-

ble.  

Between these two perilous rivers, however, stretches a 

single narrow White Path. Although the fire and water 

threaten from both sides, the path offers a way to safety. 

Overwhelmed by fear, the traveler hesitates, unable to 

move forward.  

At that moment, a voice calls from behind: "Do not hesi-

tate—go forward!" This is the voice of Shakyamuni Bud-

dha. At the same time, from the other side, a voice reas-

sures him: "If you follow this path, you will surely find 

refuge." This is the compassionate call of Amida Bud-

dha. Trusting in these words, the traveler gathers his 

courage, steps onto the White Path, and successfully 

reaches the Pure Land.  

Ohigan and the White Path  

Ohigan is a time to reflect on the journey from this shore 

of suffering and confusion (shigan) to the other shore of 

enlightenment (higan). In Jodo Shinshu, it is particular-

ly regarded as a period to deeply appreciate the bound-

less compassion of Amida Buddha and the assurance of 

spiritual liberation.  

The parable of the Two Rivers and the White Path per-

fectly illustrates the significance of Ohigan. In our daily 

lives, we are often swept away by worldly desires, anger, 

and confusion, much like the raging fire and water in 

the story. Obstacles and temptations abound, making it 

difficult to stay on the path to peace. Yet, even in the 

midst of such struggles, the great compassion and guid-

ance of Amida Buddha provide a way forward—a path 

leading us to the Pure Land.  

 

Message from Rev. Majima  The Courage to Walk the White Path  

The most crucial step taken by the traveler in the par-

able was to trust and move forward. By believing in 

the call of Amida Buddha, he was able to overcome his 

fears and reach the shore of awakening.  

The Ohigan season is an opportunity for us to reflect 

on our own path in life and to listen closely to the 

teachings of the Buddha. No matter how many chal-

lenges we face, if we place our entrusting heart in the 

path to the Pure Land, we are always embraced by 

Amida Buddha’s infinite compassion, leading us be-

yond the world of suffering.  

This Ohigan, let us take the message of the White 

Path to heart and reflect on the direction of our jour-

ney. With the compassionate vow of Amida Buddha as 

our guide, may we walk the path with courage and 

trust.  

In gratitude,  

Mieko Majima  

 

The Story of the Two Rivers and the 

White Path  
(for students) 

A long time ago, a traveler was walking through a big 

grassy field. Suddenly, scary wolves and robbers start-

ed chasing him! "Oh no! What should I do?" he 

thought as he ran as fast as he could. But then, he 

saw two big rivers in front of him.  

One river was full of burning fire. "It's so hot! If I try 

to cross, I will get burned!" The other river had huge, 

rushing waves. "If I fall in, I will be swept away!"  

The traveler was too scared to move. But then, he no-

ticed a thin, white path between the fire and water. 

"Maybe I can walk on this path and be safe…?" But 

the fire and water were so close, and he was afraid to 

take even one step.  

 

               Continued on page 4 
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Message from Rev. Majima 
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       Hatsubon Service 
        Sunday, May 18, 2025 

                       10:00 AM 

The families of the following will be observing 

Hatsubon: 

Ron Arakawa   Nancy Sakata 

Noboru Takasaki  Sam Saburo Bungo 

Nancy Omori   Sumiko Ichiuji 

Nancy Abe   Setsuko Hironaka 

If you have a loved one that passed in 2024-25 and 

you would like him/her to be included in the 2025 

service, please contact President Joy Donaldson.   

 

 

 
     SAVE THE DATE! 

REEDLEY OBON FESTIVAL 
Saturday, May 17, 2025 

5:00 PM - Food Sales 

7:00 PM - Dancing 

After many of years of 105°F+ temperatures, we 
have decided to move our Obon Festival to a 
cooler time of the year where it will be more  
enjoyable for dancers and spectators!  Why  
suffer through the heat?  Save the date and 
come join us!  

Rev. Majima’s Message to students from page 2 

continued: 

Just then, he heard a kind voice from behind him. 

"It's okay! Don't be afraid, just walk on this path." It 

sounded just like a father saying, "Trust me, you can 

do it!"  

Then, he heard another voice from the other side of 

the river. "Come this way! You will be safe here." It 

sounded just like a mother saying, "I'm waiting for 

you, so don't worry!"  

The traveler thought, "If my father and mother are 

watching over me, I will be okay!" So, he took a deep 

breath and stepped onto the white path. His heart 

was beating fast, but he walked carefully, one step at 

a time.  

Finally, he made it to the other side! He smiled hap-

pily and said, "I was scared, but I’m so glad I trusted 

and kept going!"  

Just like the traveler, you are never alone. Someone 

who loves you is always watching over you, so trust 

and keep going!  

   Procedures for Requesting a Minister  
Funerals: 

The family will contact the Funeral Chairperson Gary  

Sakata at (559) 250-9687.   

Makuragyo Service:   

To request a service please contact Rev. Majima at  

(949) 278-0120. 

Family Memorial Service: 

For services at the Reedley Buddhist Church:  Contact 

the RBC President, Joy Donaldson at (559) 859-7861 to 

check the availability of the Reedley Buddhist Church. Then 

contact Rev. Majima at (949) 278-0120 or at: 

rev.mmajima@gmail.com 

For Service at Family Home:  The family will contact Rev. 

Majima to arrange for a service.  
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  Church Acknowledges Dana 

The Family of Mrs. Setsuko Hironaka 

     In Memory of Mrs. Setsuko Hironaka        $ 150.00 

Mrs. Alice Nakamura 

     Senior Meals Donation                100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. George Tsuji 

     Senior Meals Donation               100.00 

Ms. Amy Naito  

     Senior Meals Donation               100.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto 

     Senior Meals Donation                 50.00 

Mrs. Shiz Kunishige 

     In Memory of Mrs. Setsuko Hironaka            30.00 

February Memorial Service Donations 

Mr. Arthur Hirata 

     In Memory of Bill Hirata             100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura 

     In Memory of Hanayo Sakuragi             100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Nori Hashimoto 

     In Memory of Mary Hashimoto  50.00 

Ms. Michi Hotta 

     In Memory of Toshiko Hotta   50.00 

Mrs. Kiyoko Inn 

     In Memory of Harry Inn & Yoshiko Inn  50.00 

Mrs. Leah Kawahara & Family  

     In Memory of Michiko Teranishi  50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Hideki Otani 

     In Memory of Yoshiharu Yamagiwa  50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata 

     In Memory of George Kimura, Yoshiye 

     Kimura, Harry Inn, Yoshiko Inn, Machi 

     Hobo, & Arlene Imoto   50.00 

Mrs. Cathy Tanizaki Zachry 

     In Memory of Itsuno Tsuneta  50.00 

Mrs. Fumiko Betty Aoki  

     In Memory of Yoshiemon Kawakami 

     & Kikuko Kawakami    40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Nakamichi 

     In Memory of Jean Akahori   40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Kliff Justesen 

     In Memory of John Matsuno  30.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto 

     In Memory of Shiro Kawamoto & 

     Kojiro Kawamoto    30.00 

Mr. Alan Kubota 

     In Memory of Fusaye Matsuda  30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida 

     In Memory of Kotome Nomi & George 

     Kimura     30.00 

                    

   Continued in next column 

February Memorial Service Donations cont.  

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Quiroz & Family 

     In Memory of Tomojiro Sugai, Tome 

     Sugai, & Todd Sugai    $  30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Nori Hashimoto 

     In Memory of Yas Hashimoto      25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kobayashi 

     In Memory of George Kimura &  

     Kotome Nomi         25.00 

Ms. Amy Naito  

     In Memory of George Kimura      25.00 

Mrs. Amy Naito  

     In Memory of Kotome Nomi        25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Nobuhiro 

     In Memory of Itsu Nobuhiro       25.00 

Mrs. Lynn Kurumaji 

     Nirvana Day & February Shotsuki Service     20.00 

March Memorial Service Donations 

Ms. Carole Yamakoshi 

     In Memory of Helen Yamakoshi       75.00 

Mrs. Fumiko Betty Aoki  

     In Memory of Tomichi Kawakami &  

     Kanichi Aoki         40.00 

January Memorial Service Donation 

Mr. & Mrs. James Hatakeda 

     In Memory of Wallace Arakawa & Junichi 

     Hatakeda         40.00 

December Memorial Service Donation 

Mr. Arthur Hirata 

     In Memory of Mary Hirata     100.00 

Hoonko Service Donation 

Mr. & Mrs. James Hatakeda       25.00 

     Thank you to Ben & Diane Kubota for their gener-

ous donation of a parcel box and a doorbell camera at the 

parsonage.  Rev. Majima had a few issues with her deliv-

eries, so these two items were installed for added  

security.  Thank you to Kliff Justesen, Mike Naito,  

Larry Nishida, & Gary Sakata for their expertise in 

installing these two items.   
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or ask any Reedley Board Member! 



     The March Shotsuki Memorial Service will be con-
ducted on Sunday, March 30, 2025 at 10:00 AM.  
Families and friends are asked to attend and gassho. 
The deceased and seshu (observant) for March are as 
follows: 
 
DECEASED:           SESHU: (OBSERVANT) 
Jimmy Harada   Mark Abe 
Ito Abe, JoAnn Abe,  &  
     Goro Mukai    Mitchell Abe  
Kanichi Aoki  
     & Yoshiko Ishibashi Betty Aoki  
Yoneichi Asami  Lillian Garrigus 
Fumiyo Faye Masumoto Evelyn Asato 
Yoshio “Joe” Fujii & Clara 
     Kazue Fujii   Joy Donaldson 
Hisako Okino   Cheryl Miyakawa &  
                                                       Nannette Mori 
Hiroshi Asakawa  Lisa Lo  
Tatsuko Hatanaka  Joyce Hatanaka 
Shigeo Hirahara, & Phoebe 
     Hideko Hirahara  Stanley Hirahara 
Hisano Hirakawa  Carole Hirakawa 
Phillip Hirata   Art Hirata 
Jisaburo Kawasaki   Karen Sakata 
Tsuchiyo Tsudama  Kiyoko Inn 
James Ito & Shigeyo Ito  
Fukutaro Ito   Craig Ito &  
                     Janet Kamada  
Kiyoko Nishida  Chizuko Iwasaki 
Miyeko Kamikawa, 
     Miyo Yamasaki, & 
     Haruye Nakata  Sue Kawamoto 
Masako Kobayashi   Robert Kobayashi 
Sandra Konishi  & Nagiko 
     Konishi    Kagumi Persall 
Tsuru Tasaka, Jack Gunji 
     Kubota, & Isamu Teraoka Ben Kubota 
Fumiko Kubo   Alan Kubota 
Miyoko Kunishige  Jill Kunishige 
Kinuko Miyamoto  Michio Miyamoto 
Gunzo Miyamoto, Chiyono 
    Miyamoto, Shigeku Sally 
    Nakata, James Akira 
    Miyamoto, Chohei Morita, 
    Jiro Morita, & Rui  
    Takeuchi    Lynn Kurumaji 
Toshiye Judy Nakamichi  Danny Nakamichi 
Yasuye Nishida             Larry Nishida & Julia  
         Ueda 
Kono Kishi   Larry Nishida 
 
           continued in next column  

 

 

    

 

 

March Monthly Memorial Cont. 

DECEASED:         SESHU:(OBSERVANT) 
Yoshimi Takasugi    Charlene Okamura 
Baby Okamura     Dale Okamura 
Eizo Tashiro     Dennis Okamura 
Masaru Omachi & Denichi 
     Omachi     Kathleen Omachi  
Ura Otani     Hideki Otani &  
         Priscilla Kehoe 
Fujiko Sasaki                 Paul Sasaki &  
         Brian Sasaki 
Jimmy Yoshiyuki Sasaki   Debbie Diaz &  
           Larry Nishida 
Toyo Shiine     Michiko Nobuhiro  
Itaro Nakata & Tsurue Nakata   Hiroko Shimozono 
Ken Sugai     Linda Doi & Janet  
         Quiroz 
Nobuko Taguchi, Michiko 
     Taguchi, Akiko Taguchi, 
     & Masami John Taguchi    Shizuko Taguchi 
Hideo Shinkawa    Don Takanishi 
Haruko Oda & Shimo Matta   Helen Hamaoka 
Tom Satoshi Takayama   Yukiye Takayama & 
           Helen Hamaoka 
Kumakichi Sakamoto, Tokichi 
     Sakamoto, & Michiyo  
     Tatami     Arthur Tatami 
Marian Togioka & Hiroshi 
     Togioka     Priscilla Kehoe 
Mitsuko Togioka & Hiroshi             
     Togioka      Gary Sakata & Kiyo 
            Inn 
Tokumi Morikawa, Ted 
     Yamada & Koyu Yamada   Ayako Yamada 
Helen Yamakoshi     Carole Yamakoshi &  
           Lois Yamakoshi 
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March Monthly Memorial 
Shotsuki Service 

Contact Numbers for Church Business 

Reedley Church Phone:  (559) 638-2146 

Church President:  Mrs. Joy Donaldson 

                                    Phone: (559) 859-7861 

Funeral Committee Chair: Mr. Gary Sakata at:   

                                                  Phone: (559) 250-9687 

Fresno Betsuin Office:  Lee Osaki: (559) 442-4054   

Reedley Buddhist Church  

2035 15th Street - P.O. Box 24  

Reedley, CA 93654  

Phone/FAX: (559) 638-2146  

Website: http://www.reedleybc.org  

Email Pres. Joy Donaldson:  ojoydonaldson@gmail.com 

Email Newsletter/Webmaster: reedleybc@gmail.com  

Procedures for Requesting a Minister - page 6 
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 The Reedley Buddhist Church  
 

Crab Feed  
and  

Silent Auction  
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

• Donate an item or more for the SILENT AUCTION. gift cards, va-
cation deals, flights, dinner gift cards, electronics (iPad, Earbuds, computers, TVs, 
home security cameras, cameras, phones, etc.) yard items, home goods & decor, gift 
baskets, power tools, sporting equipment, new toys, services (dental, eye, hair, pho-
tos, etc.), food baskets (tsukemono, jams, jellies), handmade items, art, sports mem-
orabilia…. Anything new will gladly be accepted!  Please help us create an awe-
some SILENT AUCTION! 

• Save and donate your baskets. 

• Donate your time!  Come out and volunteer to help!   

• Encourage friends and family to attend! 

 

 

 

We will be having a Dessert Auction once again and we’d love for you 

to bake one (or more) of your favorite desserts to be sold at the auction!  

(Please display it on a nice plate or tray which will be auctioned with 

the dessert!) 

Questions about the Silent Auction or Dessert Auction???  Tell us if you can donate 
an item or dessert!  Please text or call Joy Donaldson at: (559) 859-7861 or text or call  

Judy Kobayashi at (559) 281-3954 or email us at:  reedleybc@gmail.com 
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